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Contact Information 
[Name of Community Health Center] Marks Six Month Anniversary of Affordable Care Act

Secure Coverage and Better Access to Care are on the Way for More Families

[DATELINE] [NAME OF COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER] today joined the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) in marking the six months that have passed since the President signed the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The new law will be implemented gradually over the next four years with key consumer provisions of the law to take effect on September 23.  Those provisions are:

· No more getting dropped after you get sick. Insurance companies can no longer rescind coverage after the fact.
· Full access to coverage. Children under 19 can no longer be rejected from health care plans due to pre-existing conditions. 
· New plans cannot exclude anyone from coverage for a pre-existing condition.
·  No more “lifetime limits.” Insurers can no longer limit the amount of coverage someone can receive over their lifetime. 
· Free preventive care. New health insurance plans must provide preventive services such as mammograms and immunizations.
· Cutting fraud and cutting costs.  Anti-fraud measures will save money by cutting waste and abuse.
· Expanded coverage to young adults. Young adults can stay on their parents’ health plan until age 26.

As the ACA is implemented, more people will have both insurance coverage and a place to go for care – two critical components of staying healthy. A key provision of the new the law expands the national network of Community Health Centers like [NAME OF HEALTH CENTER]   across the country and provides people with more health care homes, better quality, and lower costs.  And this expansion will happen almost immediately. 
“Every day in our waiting rooms I witness the value of having a health care home,” said [HEALTH CENTER SPOKESPERSON].  “When people have a place to go for regular care, they use it and stay healthy. We provide a range of services onsite – primary care services, pediatrics, pharmacy, dentistry, even mental health services. [Describe specific services of your health center]. Our patients not only get the care they need under one roof, but they are treated as individuals, with dignity and respect. This is what health care should be, and the prescription is simple: treat people with good preventive care before they get sick.”

Health centers currently save $1,093 per person through efficient delivery of needed care. As they expand to reach new, medically underserved communities, health centers will save up to $122 billion in total health care costs between 2010 and 2015.
 This includes $55 billion for Medicaid over the five-year period. Of that, the federal government would save $32 billion, with states benefiting from the rest. 

For more information about Community Health Centers, visit www.nachc.org.
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