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America’s Health Centers Support Cover the Uninsured Week
[City/date] – [Name of health center] is joining local businesses, faith leaders, educators, health providers, community organizations and individuals  in a national weeklong campaign to galvanize public awareness about the need for affordable and reliable health care coverage. The participation of [name of health center] in Cover the Uninsured Week comes as more and more uninsured people look to America’s Community, Migrant and Homeless Health Centers for their health care, and independent studies conclude that investing in the expansion of health centers could save the U.S.  health care system billions of dollars.
“We see the faces of the uninsured every day and know their stories,” said [health center spokesperson].  “They are our hardworking neighbors and friends whose jobs do not provide them insurance or who cannot afford private coverage.  We are proud of our role in keeping the uninsured healthy and out of hospital emergency rooms by providing affordable and accessible preventive health care that saves the health care system money. The tragedy is that for every uninsured patient we help, there are 10 other people who are sick and need life-saving specialty and inpatient care, or prescribed drugs and diagnostic tests, and don’t have the insurance to cover it.  That is why we are joining forces with other organizations to call for a solution to this health care crisis—because health centers alone cannot solve the problems of the uninsured.”

Currently, there are 46 million people in America, including more than 9 million children, who are living without health insurance. This number is expected to significantly increase as the economy worsens, and more and more workers lose their jobs and their health benefits. Community Health Centers are already seeing a surge in demand for their services.  According to a National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) total visits for uninsured patients increased by 21 percent between June 2008 and June 2009.
[Health center boilerplate information]

NACHC is a national support of Cover the Uninsured.  To find out more how you can help visit http://covertheuninsured.org/.   For more information about Community Health Centers, please visit www.nachc.com.
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