
- FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS –
BRINGING MEANINGFUL ACCESS TO CARE TO  

PATIENTS AND COMMUNITIES IN NEED 

Health Centers at a Glance 
Health Centers are non-profit entities that provide primary medical, dental, behavioral, pharmacy and a variety of 
enabling services to more than 22 million patients regardless of ability to pay. Today, more than 1,200 locally-
controlled Health Centers serve more than 9,000 rural and urban underserved communities. Health Centers lower 
health care costs while creating jobs and economic activity in the communities they serve. This is all while delivering 
care at a total cost of just $1.67 per patient per day, generating savings of more than $24 billion annually. 

Demand for Health Center Services Outpaces Growth Through New and Existing Sites 
Today, more than 78 million Americans still lack access to a primary care provider and many underserved 
communities still lack a Health Center. In communities with a Health Center, demand often exceeds supply and 
significant unmet need remains due to limited resources.  

Last year, Health Centers received a 1.8 percent update to their operational grants, known as a base grant 
adjustment, to ensure they can keep up with patient demand and to maintain financial viability- far from addressing 
the needs of their communities. Existing Health Centers have not received expanded medical capacity grants to add  
health providers or expand hours of operation since 2009 despite pressing and growing demands.  Health Centers 
also face substantial demand for services such as behavioral health, dental care, vision, and pharmacy. 
Unfortunately, no funding for these kinds of service expansions has been awarded since ARRA, despite an increase 
of more than 5 million in the number of patients served at Health Centers.  

With over 35 million new patients accessing health insurance for the first time in the coming years, the demand for   
this integrated care at Health Centers is only going to increase. For Health Centers to meet these increasing primary 
care demands, stability and growth of the program requires continued Congressional investment. 

Health Centers Leverage Federal Funding to Meet the Need in Their Communities 
Under current law, there is $1.49 billion in discretionary funding for the Health Centers program this year, with 
another $3.6 billion available through the mandatory Health Center Fund in FY2015. With full access to the 
available funding for the program in FY2015, Health Centers could increase access to care for up to 11 million new 
patients, both in new communities and through expanded services and capacity at existing health centers. In 
addition, existing Health Centers could receive base grant adjustments to ensure they are keeping up with current 
patient demand.  

 
America’s Health Centers request that Congress ensures the stability of existing Health Centers and 
responds to the increasing demands for primary care by:  

 Providing  level discretionary funding for the Health Center program at $1.49 billion for FY2015 
and,  

 Ensuring the $3.6 billion in funding available through the mandatory Health Center Fund is used 
immediately and fully by September 30, 2015 for a total funding level of $5.1 billion in FY2015 to 
establish the capacity to care for up to 11 million new patients.  
 

The total request for health centers requires no new appropriation. 


