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May 11, 2018 

 
The Honorable Phil Roe, Chairman   The Honorable Tim Walz, Ranking Member 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee  House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
335 Cannon House Office Building   333 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

  
The Honorable Johnny Isakson, Chairman  The Honorable Jon Tester, Ranking Member 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee  Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
418 Russell Senate Office Building   825A Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 

  
Chairman Roe, Chairman Isakson, Ranking Member Walz and Ranking Member Tester:  

On behalf of the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC), I offer our support for 

H.R. 5674, the Department of Veterans Affairs Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening 

Integrated Outside Networks, or VA MISSION Act. Your historical support for community health 

centers as well as your efforts to ensure that health centers are a key part of providing veterans the 

quality care they need and deserve, are truly appreciated.  

In particular, I want to commend the continued inclusion of health centers as eligible providers of 

care for veterans. Health centers were pleased to be specifically included in the initial legislation 

creating the Veterans Choice program back in 2014 and, as this current legislation transitions the 

Veterans Choice program to a streamlined Community Care program, we appreciate the continued 

eligibility of health centers in providing care to veterans in the community.  In addition, I want to 

thank you for including  health centers as eligible providers of walk-in care for veterans as well as the 

establishment of a pilot program to begin medical residency programs at covered facilities, including 

health centers. As community-based and community-governed health care entities, health centers 

are well positioned to ensure timely and effective care for veterans in need. 

Community health centers, also referred to as Federally Qualified Health Centers or FQHCs, provide 

comprehensive primary and preventive care services to more than 27 million patients in over 10,000 

locations across America.  Health centers proudly serve anyone who needs care, regardless of 

insurance status or ability to pay, including the brave men and women who served in our armed 

forces.  In communities throughout the country, health centers have forged successful partnerships 

with local VA providers to ensure more veterans can have timely access to primary care, especially in 

rural areas and communities where providers are scarce. In 2016, Health Centers provided care to 

335,000 veterans (the most recent data available).  
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As you work toward final legislation to expand and make needed improvements to veterans’ access 

to care, we hope you will continue to carefully consider the unique mission, structure and scope of 

health centers in order to maximize the benefits to veterans receiving care at health centers. Thank 

you for your ongoing efforts to find consensus and your steadfast support for these and other key 

health issues. We greatly appreciate your commitment to help improve collaboration and 

coordination between community health centers and the VA to better serve our nation’s veterans.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dan Hawkins 

Senior Vice President, Public Policy and Research 

 

 


