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When and where did you com-
plete your AmeriCorps term 
with Community HealthCorps?
I served with Community Health-
Corps from 2009-2010 at Hudson 
River HealthCare (HRHCARE) in 
Haverstraw, NY. 

Why did you decide to join 
Community HealthCorps?
I got hooked on the idea of public 
service in high school while vol-
unteering at the Rockland County 
Department of Health with Reality 
Check on the anti-tobacco move-
ment. In college I had the oppor-
tunity to volunteer internationally 
with Global Brigades, a non-profi t 
organization dedicated to em-
powering student volunteers and 
under-resourced communities to 
resolve global health and economic 
disparities. I considered the Peace 
Corps, but AmeriCorps, specifi cally 
Community HealthCorps, was a 
better fi t because I really wanted to 
go back home and serve my local 
community. 

What did you do in your service 
as a Community HealthCorps 
Member?
My service site was unique because, 
at the time, it was transitioning 
from a mobile clinic to a traditional 
health center. This transition gave 
me the opportunity to assist in 
building a partnership with the 
community center across the street 
and with other local stakehold-
ers within the community. Half of 
my time was spent directly in the 

health center providing patients 
with referrals to anything from spe-
cialty care, like vision, to commu-
nity resources, like food pantries. 
When I wasn’t in the health center, 
I was at the community center 
where I mostly worked with the lo-
cal youth and led health education 
classes. 

What do you feel is your biggest 
take away from your service 
experience? 
During my service, I witnessed 
fi rsthand how crucial the health 
center where I served was for its 
patients. It didn’t take long to see 
that, if Hudson River HealthCare 
did not exist, the families of that 
community would likely be unable 
to meet their basic health needs 
and would be hard-pressed to fi nd 
quality healthcare providers truly 
invested in their wellbeing. 

How did your service affect the 
choices you made regarding 
your professional goals?
My experience as a Community 
HealthCorps Member gave me 
direct exposure to the community 
health fi eld, allowing me to under-
stand the needs of real life patients. 
It continues to be the foundation of 
what drives me to stay motivated 
to serve. After Community Health-
Corps, I worked in the clinical 
psychiatric research department for 
the Boston Veteran Affairs Health-
care System. Through my partici-
pation in the Boston AmeriCorps 
Alums chapter, I learned about the 

Heller School for Social Policy and 
Management at Brandeis Uni-
versity, and pursued my master’s 
degree in sustainable international 
development. In my second year of 
graduate school I decided to apply 
to the Presidential Management 
Fellowship (PMF). 

In my fi rst year as a PMF, I had the 
unique opportunity to support the 
development and implementation 
of the federally facilitated market-
place as a part of the Affordable 
Care Act rollout. Recently I fi nished 
a fi ve-month rotation with USAID 
Global Health Bureau focusing on 
strengthening healthcare systems 
and improving quality of care 
internationally. The past year felt 
like coming full circle, getting to be 
a part of healthcare history in the 
making and fulfi lling a passion for 
increasing access. u

*The views expressed above belong 
solely to Ariella Camera, and do 
not represent the offi cial views of 
the federal government. 
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