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FROM THE CHAIR
Dear Health Center Colleague:

Beginning my term as Chair of the Board, I express my sincere thanks to the 
NACHC membership for the privilege of serving this great association of ours.  
I am honored to assume the duties of Board Chair as we open a new chapter 
in the proud history of the Health Center Movement.

Coming off of our successful Community Health Institute in August, we are 
buoyed by our record of accomplishment. Strong public investment and partner-
ship have enabled growth with new sites and critically needed service expansions 
in oral, vision and behavioral health. Today, serving 1 in every 14 Americans, we 
have extended the reach of a primary care medical home to millions. Moreover, 
through our leadership and advocacy, the nation has come to see the value of a 
community-based health system focused on keeping people healthy while achiev-
ing savings for the nation in good health and prevention. And this was vividly 
refl ected in our huge victory win earlier this year that averted the primary care 
funding cliff — assuring funding of $7.5 billion over the next two years to sustain 
care for 7 million people.  In addition, the infusion of infrastructure funding has 
enhanced HIT capacity and strengthened workforce helping us accelerate opera-
tional excellence in a value-driven, competitive health world. 

The nation holds high expectations for health centers. For us, the task going 
forward is to deliver on those expectations. It means not only continuing to do 
what we have been successfully doing, but doing even more in the way of improv-
ing population health — addressing the social determinants of health – improv-
ing quality and effectiveness in the delivery of care — and reducing healthcare 
costs. Undoubtedly, there are many challenges we face as providers in a changing 
healthcare environment, but we also recognize the opportunity lies ahead as never 
before to be leaders in the transformation of healthcare delivery.  

To these ends, I look forward to working with you. As Board Chair, I call for your 
support and active engagement in NACHC and our State/Regional Primary Care 
Associations. This is a time for collaboration and the sharing of ideas and perspec-
tives to ensure continued success. Together, let us build on the foundation that has 
been laid in our 50-year history — and move our health centers to a new plateau of 
leadership and service.    

Sincerely,

J. Ricardo Guzman, LMSW, MPH
Chair of the Board
National Association of Community Health Centers 
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