
Community 
Health Forum
J. Ricardo Guzman

NACHC Chair of the Board

Tom Van Coverden
NACHC President & CEO

Claudia Green Gibson
Executive Editor

Monica Gordon
Circulation/Subscriptions

mgordon@nachc.org

Erica Addison
Advertising

eaddison@nachc.org

CONTRIBUTORS

Jeff Allen
Peter R. Epp
David Fields

Michael B. Glomb
David Hartzband

Dan Hawkins
Donald Illich

Feygele Jacobs
Ed Martinez

Emilie T. Pinkham
Francisco Ramos-Gomez

Amy Simmons

P U B L I S H E D  BY

Dear Readers:

It was not that long ago when our nation’s health 
care system, nurtured by the implementation of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA), began to show the 
benefits (human and financial) of expanding health 
care access to millions of people and moving towards 
value-based care payment models. Indeed, steady 
progress was fast underway to build a stronger health 
care system marked by higher quality, better health 
outcomes and lower costs — the intended goals  
of the ACA. 

Today, however, the new Administration has pledged to repeal and replace 
the ACA — and a deeply divided Congress has yet to reach a consensus on a 
replacement plan. This has left the entire health care industry unsure as to 
what the future holds and where health care reform is headed. 

Yet, even in these uncertain times, we see positive signs that health care  
transformation ushered in under the ACA will continue. In this issue of 
Community Health Forum, we asked some of our industry experts about  
ongoing trends they see in health care and what they potentially mean for 
health centers.

To your good health,

Claudia Green Gibson
Executive Vice President
National Association of Community Health Centers

PS – We thought it an appropriate time to bring to our readers’ attention  
the book, Out in the Rural: A Mississippi Health Center and its War on  
Poverty (page 35), that chronicles the intersecting paths of the Civil Rights 
and Health Center Movements and the activists who overcame many  
obstacles to launch the first community health centers more than 50 years 
ago. Health center advocates then and now have always been made of the 
“right stuff,” and will continue to be key to securing the mission of America’s 
Health Centers in the future.
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