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FROM THE CHAIR
Dear Health Center Colleague:

Beginning a new year, we have reason to take pride.  In our work across the nation 
we have made a difference showing the value of a strong and vibrant community- 
based health system of primary care.   

Today, with growing public support and partnership, health centers are in over 
1,400 communities serving as the primary care home for 27 million people.   
As no other providers, we have reached out to the medically underserved — moving 
forward models of cost-effective health delivery and competent, quality care.   
We have led the way helping communities meet diverse patient needs while  
contributing to the nation’s health and productivity.    

Yet, looking ahead, we recognize that challenges are ever-present in a changing 
health world. New and constant threats remain on the horizon for health centers. 
Those threats relate to budget constraints impacting program funding at national 
and state levels — ongoing efforts to restructure Medicaid — plus a highly compet-
itive and consolidating health environment. Also, at this time of writing, there is 
unfinished business as we await final action by Congress to extend the Community 
Health Center Fund and provide a fix to the primary care cliff that threatens the 
viability of health centers.

In the coming months, it is important that we remain strong as a nationwide  
network united in NACHC. Tomorrow’s challenges demand a strategic focus, but 
also our collective strength and voice. We must work together building the bridges 
that enable us to collaborate — to bring our ideas to the forefront and to ensure that 
our health centers sustain leadership and surpass expectations in all aspects of  
operations and performance. Our participation in NACHC is not a matter of choice.  
It is a responsibility each of us holds as part of our mission to expand  
access and bring the promise of good health to America’s communities. 

Sincerely,

James E. Luisi
Chair of the Board
National Association of Community Health Centers
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