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NACHC CANDIDATES’ FORUM 2018 
 

The Candidate’s Forum gives candidates an opportunity to introduce themselves to the membership prior to 
the Annual Convention.  This year candidates will run for the offices of Vice Speaker of the House, Secretary 
and Consumer/Board Member Representative.  NACHC officers serve on the Executive Committee of the 

Board of Directors and carry out functions as prescribed in the NACHC Bylaws.  One Health Center Board Member Representative 
and one Clinician Representative to the NACHC Board of Directors will also be nationally elected by the voting membership.  
 
Voting will take place during the NACHC Community Health Institute (CHI) & EXPO (8/24-28) at the House of Delegates Meeting on 
Sunday, August 26, 2018, in Florida at the Hyatt Regency Orlando.  Organizational Members in good standing at least 30 days prior 
to the Annual Meeting (have paid at least one-quarter of their current year’s dues and have no outstanding dues balance from the 
previous year) are eligible to cast ballots.  This year’s deadline for voting eligibility is Friday, July 27, 2018.  Each Organizational 
Member receives four votes.  For more information about dues or voting status, please contact the NACHC Membership Department 
at 301-347-0400. 

 

Candidates for Vice-Speaker of the House 

Kimberly Chang, MD             David Williams, MD   
Family Physician       President and CEO 
Asian Health Services       Southside Medical Center 
Oakland, California       Atlanta, Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I believe Community Health Centers represent the best of 
America.  From our Civil Rights roots, our strength lies in 
actively engaging and organizing our patients and 
communities to improve their health.  We are unified in 
connecting who we serve with the systems and processes 
of how we serve – never forgetting why we serve.  Our 
work - providing high quality care, advocating universal 
access, improving health systems, empowering community 
participation - means we are engines of economic and 
social mobility.  

Continued, next page 

I, David M. Williams, MD began my association with the 
National Association for Community Health Centers 
(NACHC) and the Community Health Center movement in 
1990 when I was offered a position as a Clinical Fellow 
with the NACHC-sponsored MATCH program.  Although I 
started out as a one-year fellow at Southside Medical 
Center, Inc., in Atlanta, Georgia, at the end of my term I 
was asked to stay on as the Associate Medical Director, 
followed by Chief Operating Officer and finally in 1997, I  
 

Continued, next page 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONTINUING FOR 2018-2019 
Chair of the Board:  James Luisi, Boston, MA 
Chair-Elect:  Lathran J. Woodard, Columbia, SC 
Immediate Past Chair:  J. Ricardo Guzman, MPH, Detroit, MI 
Speaker of the House:  Henry Taylor, MPA, Chicago, IL 
Treasurer:  Michael A. Holmes, Cook, MN 
Parliamentarian:  James W. Hunt, Jr., PhD, Boston, MA 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                       LUISI        WOODARD               GUZMAN      TAYLOR        HOLMES              HUNT 

CHANG CONTINUED: 
 

Originally from Hawai‛i, I studied cross-cultural issues at 
Columbia University, earned an MD at the University of 
Hawai‛i, specialized in Family Medicine at UCSF, and 
completed the Commonwealth Fund Minority Health Policy 
Fellowship at Harvard, examining the role of FQHCs in 
combatting human trafficking.  I’ve spent 16 years at Asian 
Health Services - as a family doctor, a clinic director, and a 
policy advocate.  Learning from mentors, I helped create 
and lead a national anti-human trafficking health 
movement to 1) care for people who’ve been traumatized 
and exploited, and 2) change the policies, systems, and 
conditions causing harms.  With NACHC, I’ve assisted 
clinicians, health centers, and PCAs nationwide to care for 
patients just like mine.  I’ve testified and worked with the 
US Helsinki Congressional Commission, policymakers, the 
Institute of Medicine, foundations, academia, and the 
media – relentlessly keeping our patients and FQHCs in 
sharp focus.  
 
I’m grateful to give back.  As Vice Speaker, I will honor our 
history and deep roots of patient-centered care and 
advocacy, even as we embrace change and innovation.  
Thank you NACHC and all of YOU, pioneers in creating, 
building, and sustaining the Community Health Center 
Movement!  Excited for our future, I stand on the shoulders 
of giants, ready to serve.  
 
Respectfully, Kimberly  
 
Please visit: http://DrKimChang4ViceSpeaker.com/ 
 

WILLIAMS CONTINUED: 
 

was given the position of President and Chief Executive 
Officer.   
 
During my tenure at Southside Medical Center, I have both 
observed and been a part of the growth not only in 
Georgia but also at the National level.  I have testified 
before Congress on behalf of Community Health Centers 
and I have served as President of the Georgia Primary Care 
Association (GPCA) formally known as the Georgia 
Association for Primary Health Care (GAPHC) and I now 
currently serve as Secretary of the GPCA.  
 
I have been a staunch Advocate of the Community Health 
Centers movement and I have regular meetings with State 
and local Legislators at least once yearly.  As a physician 
and administrator, I understand the needs of the patients 
we serve and the need for a strong advocacy to ensure 
CHCs continue into the future.  If selected, I intend to use 
my public health background, my clinical experience and 
the many connections I have made over the years to 
continue this very important movement that those before 
me have started.  
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Candidate for Secretary 
 (This Executive Committee Office is held for a two-year term)  
 

Paloma Hernandez   
President and CEO 
Urban Health Plan, Inc. 
Bronx, New York 
 
 

  

 

I believe in NACHC and fully understand all of the support 
that it offers to all federally qualified community health 
centers throughout the country.  I believe that a 
stronger NACHC makes each health center equally 
stronger.  I believe in helping to develop the emerging 
leadership within our health centers that will help guide 
and lead into the coming decades.  I believe in making 
community health centers the true models and leaders on 
primary care.  For these reasons, I am running for a 
second term as the Secretary of NACHC and I want to 
thank you for having given the opportunity to serve as 
the NACHC Secretary for the past two years.  It has been 
an extraordinary experience. 

 
I am Paloma lzquierdo-Hernandez and I have had the 
privilege of serving as the President and CEO of Urban 
Health Plan for the past 22 years and before then as its 
Executive Director.  During these past 38 years, I have 
been able to lead together with a very capable team, our 
health center into one of the largest FQHCs in the 
country.  We serve over 84,000 individuals throughout 
27 sites providing a full array of health care services and 
enabling services.  We are driven by a culture of 
performance improvement and are on a quest to 
achieve excellence in all we do. 

 
My commitment to transparency, knowledge 
management, leadership development, collaboration 
and excellence are the characteristics that I bring to 
NACHC.  I am confident that these are the ingredients 
needed to continue to further improve our health 
centers so that we can continue to provide value to our 
patients and health care system.  Our communities 
deserve this and so much more.  Together, we can truly 
make a difference in the quality of life for the 26 million 
people that we serve. 
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Candidates for Consumer/Board Member 

Representative 
 (This Executive Committee Office is held for a two-year term)  
 

Yvonne Davis                 
Board President 
Health Care Partners of South Carolina 
Conway, South Carolina 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

Once again, I, Yvonne Davis, seek re-election as your 
Consumer/Board Member Representative of the National 
Association of Community Health Centers. 
 
Over 25 years of active service in the Health Center 
movement and a national platform toward the continuation 
of breaking down the barriers prohibiting patients access to 
quality and affordable health care to all has made me well 
qualified for the position of Consumer/Board Member 
Representative.  Yet, in this time of uncertainty new road 
blocks have developed. 
 
If re-elected, my commitment remains to inform all people of 
the many primary care services provided by Community 
Health Centers to improve the quality of life to the many 
diverse communities throughout the nation. 
 
I will continue to use the bridges I have built with the 
strongest supporters of Community Health Centers, who 
share the same mission, to be a positive influence on 
communities across the nation.  Spreading messages of Hope 
and Opportunities, telling our stories of the importance of 
having a Community Health Center in our neighborhood, are 
essential to our continued growth.   
 
Your support is vital to my re-election, as we continue 
advocate for a permanent fix to funding for all Community 
Health Centers.  I humbly ask for your support and vote. 
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Candidates for Consumer/Board Member 

Representative 
 (This Executive Committee Office is held for a two-year term)  
 

Deborah Woolford                 
Board Member 
Park West Medical Center 
Baltimore, MD 

 

 

   

Today, I ask for your vote to become the next Consumer Board 
Representative for the National Association of Community 
Health Centers (NACHC).  I have been involved with NACHC since 
2009 serving on the Consumer Board, Integration of Behavioral 
Health and HIV/AIDs, and Homelessness committees.  Since that 
time, I have come to realize that everyone can have a seat at the 
FQHC’s Advocacy Table to bring about effective change.  
 
I am board governance certified through the NACHC certification 
program and have been a consumer board member for Park 
West Health System, Inc., a FQHC, since 2005.  In September 
2017, I completed NACHC’s Advocacy Leadership Program and 
was truly humbled to be bestowed with the Betsey K. Cooke 
Grassroots, MVP Award by NACHC in March 2018.  

 
Founded by Janie B Geer, an avid CHC and community advocate 
who served NACHC faithfully, Park West Health System has been 
the origin of my advocacy.  Mrs. Geer was my mentor who 
taught and led by example.  She believed in getting into the 
trenches.  At Park West, I have served as Board Secretary; 
Auxiliary President; Chair of NHCAW and the JBG Scholarship 
Golf Classic; and, Founder of the Janie B Geer Nursing 
Scholarship Fund, a fund that provides scholarships to aspiring 
nurses with a desire for community health.  Additionally, the 
fund also addresses the need for community health workers by 
encouraging promotion from within. 
  
My advocacy efforts have resulted in my ability to connect with 
patients, staff, fellow board members, elected officials, state 
PCA’s, vendors, community stakeholders and anyone who’s 
willing to listen and learn about our cause.  
 

As the next Consumer Board Representative, I will continue to 
carry the voice of the FQHC’s movement, working with everyone 
at the Advocacy Table to bring awareness and value to our 
stakeholders and communities. 
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Candidate for Clinician Representative to the  

NACHC Board of Directors 
 (Two-year term)  
 

Daniel Miller, MD 
Chief, Clinical Integration & GME 
Hudson River HealthCare 
 

Peekskill, New York 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The American healthcare system continues to change.  As 
Community Health Centers, we have to embrace that change 
and in fact I believe, we have to create it.  We have to create the 
vision of effective, meaningful healthcare in our country.  We 
have to enact it and then we have to spread it.  And we have to 
recognize that this will inevitably lead us to change and 
ultimately bring great opportunities for us. 
  
CHC’s are ideally positioned to lead America towards the Triple 
Aim and NACHC is at the center of us achieving this.  More than 
anyone else in this country, we understand how to deliver high 
quality, equitable care and how to do it with the central values of 
compassion, respect and dignity.  Through NACHC, we link our 
drive for clinical and operational excellence with our 
understanding of the social and political drivers of health and 
together forge the pathways that lead to our patients healing 
and ultimately to the country healing. 
  
As the Chief of Clinical Integration and Graduate Medical 
Education for Hudson River HealthCare, my work aligns with this 
by focusing on our continuing efforts to provide deeply 
integrated care in systems and facilities that make this personal 
and meaningful for our patients and on our continuing training 
of the next generation of healthcare providers.  
 
I deeply value my work with NACHC over the last eight years as 
the Chair of the Committee on Service Integration for Behavioral 
Health & HIV since 2016, a Co Vice-Chair of the Clinical Practice 
Committee since 2014 and a Clinician Representative to the 
NACHC Board since 2014.  I would be honored to serve on the 
Board for another term. 
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Candidates for Health Center Board Member 

Representative to the NACHC Board of Directors 
 (Two-year term)  
 

David L. Brown  
Board President 
Family Health Center of Michigan 
Temperance, Michigan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

I’m David Brown, President of the Board at Family Medical 
Center of Michigan and a candidate for the Health Center 
Board Member Representative to the NACHC Board. 
 

Why seek this position? This role allows me to follow my 
passion to help make a difference in the life of others. The 
position allows me to share and implement the lessons 
learned in my 31+ years in the movement. 
 

My health center involvement began in January 1987. Since 
that time, my role has grown from to being elected 
President of the Board in 1994:  

 Stepped up when called to fill role of interim CEO for 
multiple health centers, gaining even greater respect 
for the job of our CEOs.  

 Became the first health center board member elected 
President of the Michigan Primary Care Association (2 
terms). 

 Began attending the NACHC, Region V and Michigan 
Primary Care Association events soon after joining the 
board.  

 Became involved in many ways, including committee 
memberships and speaking at numerous events. 

 

In 1987, two things happened: 
 (1) I fell in love the mission of the organization and the 
passion of a group of individuals dedicated to improving 
their communities; and  
(2) This group of board members saw something in me and 
felt I would be an asset to the board of directors and their 
ongoing work. 
 

As you read over this statement and my 
background, may you see the same thing that the 
group saw in me in 1987, an asset to the work of 
health centers and NACHC. 
 
I am asking for your support in voting for me at the 2018 
House of Delegates. 
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Candidates for Health Center Board Member 

Representative to the NACHC Board of Directors 
 (Two-year term)  
 

Rita Sorrento  
Board Chair 
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center 
East Boston, Massachusetts 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

My parents immigrated to East Boston where I was born. I 
have no doubt that watching them struggle to assimilate 
into a place so distant and distinct from their homeland 
helped to ground my empathy for our nation's immigrant 
families and to shape my future as a community leader.  
 
Recognizing the new start East Boston provided my family, I 
knew from a very young age that I wanted to play a part in 
creating those same opportunities for others.  I chose to 
become an educator in the East Boston school system 
where I encountered young children whose families were 
making East Boston their new home -- just like mine had 
done so many years before.  
 
As an educator I witnessed firsthand, the evolving needs 
of East Boston's newcomers.  In the early 1990s, access 
to quality health care was fast becoming a major 
concern for the multilingual and multi-cultural families 
putting down roots in the community.  That's when I 
discovered the East Boston Neighborhood Health Center 
and their mission to serve anyone in need regardless of 
ability to pay.  CEO Jack Cradock and Medical Director 
Jim Taylor instantly won me over and when I joined the 
board in 1993, it was like coming home.  
 
With the encouragement of Jack, Jim and President and 
CEO Manny Lopes, I have pursued connections with 
other local boards and our state association, ultimately 
leading to my involvement with NACHC over the last 16 
years.  In 2009, I was chosen from among the New 
England health centers to serve as a rotating member 
on the NACHC Board.  Serving in this position has been 
an honor and a privilege.  If re-elected to the national 
seat, I will stay true to the promise and mission of 
NACHC.  I ask for your vote in Orlando this August. 
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Candidates for Health Center Board Member 

Representative to the NACHC Board of Directors 
 (Two-year term)  
 

Alan Steiner, Esq.  
Board Chair 
Hudson River HealthCare 
Peekskill, New York 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOTE AT THE 
NACHC HOUSE 
OF DELEGATES 

SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 26 AT 

THE CHI 
IN ORLANDO! 

 
 

With 43 years of involvement in the community health 
center movement, I welcome the opportunity to serve as a 
Health Center Board Member Representative to the NACHC 
Board, and feel I have qualifications and experience that 
allow me to make valuable contributions in this role.  
 
For 37 years, I practiced law, the first five of which as a staff 
attorney with Westchester Legal Services in the local 
Peekskill community.  I also spent almost 16 years as a Town 
Justice.  Now retired, I devote my time to my Health Center, 
Hudson River HealthCare (HRHCare), and other not-for-
profit organizations.  My involvement with HRHCare began 
at its inception in 1975, and I have been Board Chair since 
1978.  During these four decades, the Health Center has 
grown exponentially, from a small single site in Peekskill, to 
a network of 32 federally qualified health centers located 
throughout New York State’s Hudson Valley and Long Island. 
  
I have served on the board of several other not-for-profit 
and civic organizations, including as a member and then 
chair of the Grievance Committee in my local judicial district; 
as a member of the Eastern Division Board (NY & NJ) and 
several local committees of the American Cancer Society; as 
a member and chair of a Medicaid managed care 
organization, Hudson Health Plan; and as a member of the 
Planetree Committee and the Veterans and Family Advisory 
Committee of my local Veterans Hospital System.  I have 
been fortunate to be honored by CHCANYS with the 
"Dorothy Kartashevich Consumer Award,” and by NACHC 
with the "Ethel Bond Memorial Consumer Award."  
 
As a passionate supporter of the health center movement, I 
offer my skills and experience to NACHC as a Board Member 
and believe my background allows me to serve NACHC 
effectively.  I look forward to the opportunity to do so. 
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