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P U B L I S H E D  BY

Dear Readers:

IIn what was the first-ever U.S. Surgeon General 
report on the country’s opioid crisis which was 
released in 2016, then U.S. Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthy provided a shocking picture of the situation. 
He reported that while over 30,000 people died 
from car accidents in 2014, approximately 
50,000 people died from either an opioid, 
alcohol or other drug overdose that same 
year. Also, for the same year, the report stated the 
number of people with a substance use disorder (SUD) “exceeded the 
number of people diagnosed with cancer — any kind of cancer.” 

Here we are just two years since the release of the report and America’s 
addiction crisis has spread unabated — delivering destruction and despair to 
the lives of millions of people and thousands of communities across the country. 
Even current U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams has spoken out about his 
own family’s personal struggle with his brother’s substance use disorder. 

Then and now to battle the crisis — both Surgeon Generals have called for 
more effective policies, prevention, treatment and resources, as well as 
elimination of the associated stigma attached to addiction. While it will indeed 
take all of these key elements and major collaborative efforts between physical 
and mental health providers, governments, payers and communities, there 
also is growing awareness of the important role community-based providers 
play in helping to address the epidemic. 

In this issue of Community Health Forum, we examine community health 
centers in the midst of the SUD crisis — from how health centers are 
removing access barriers to SUD treatment — to challenges surrounding 
reimbursement, staffing, and patients’ confidentiality – to examples of how 
they are using integrative therapies to treat people with SUDs.

The community-based, comprehensive health center model of care is once 
again proving its value in prevention, treatment and management of a major 
public health crisis that affects all of us — directly or indirectly. Best of all it is 
not only providing hope for millions of people, but real-life solutions. 

To your good health,

Claudia Green Gibson
Executive Vice President for Communications
National Association of Community Health Centers

PS – Check out the Kaiser Family Foundation’s new issue brief on  
The Role of Community Health Centers in Addressing the Opioid Epidemic 
at: www.kff.org.
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